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The highest good is the most important concept in Schleiermacher's ethics,
which is explained and developed within a theological framework without relying
on the theory of the divine command. Contrary to Kant, Schleiermacher elimi-
nated the concept of happiness from the concept of the highest good due to its
relevance to sensory desires, and thereby he attempted to extricate the moral act
from material motives more than Kant has done. In his earlier views about the
highest good, Schleiermacher refers to the concept of inclusiveness to define the
highest good, which indicates that the highest good in his opinion is much more
comprehensive than what Kant and others imagined and that it cannot be
achieved only through our actions. This leads us to his later view of the highest
good, in which the Greek and Christian view of God-likeness plays a central role.
Here the ensoulment of nature, relationality of the highest good and the role of
the individual in relation to the whole and the intertwining of the components of
the highest good are emphasized. Finally, as a Christian theologian, Schleierma-
cher considers Christ as a condition for the realization of the highest good. Un-
surprisingly he holds this belief, given that his ethical thinking revolves around
religious experience. But since religious people do not share a single religious
experience, the highest good is not a fixed thing that can be defined and realized
Keywords: once and for all, but it is experienced subjectively, and people interpret it within
Highest Good, Virtue, the framework of their own religious experience. Therefore, developing a truly

Happiness, Ethics, Schlei- | religious feelings or intuitions can lead to moral action and the realization of the
ermacher, Kant highest good.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The concept of "summum bonum /highest
good", its nature, and how to achieve it has
always been discussed in ethical theories,
and in fact, it can be said that the ultimate
goal of every theory and ethical system is
to determine and identify the highest good
and to find a way to achieve it. At the be-
ginning of the history of philosophical
thought, Plato spoke of the "good example"
which is good and valuable in itself and es-
sence, not as a means to achieve another
goal. Happiness (Eudaimonia) according to
Aristotle, pleasure according to Epicure-
ans, living according to nature according
to Stoics, or the happiness and well-being
of the majority according to the view of
classical utilitarians such as Jeremy Ben-
tham and John Stuart Mill, is the good that
having it and seeking it are valuable in
themselves and regardless of their rela-
tionship with other things and should be
the highest goal of human actions. There-
fore, the highest good is, in short, some-
thing that is worthy to be sought and en-
joyed for its own sake (Bond, 2001, p 620).
Cicero raised the question about the high-
est good: is the highest good the same as
moral good or human welfare? This ques-
tion can be seen as the origin of the con-
flict between two great moral theories in
the modern era, on one side of which are
the utilitarians who believed that happi-
ness means pleasure and well-being, the
absence of pain, the ultimate goal, and the
highest good. But Kant answers Cicero's
question in such a way that moral good, in
the sense of obeying the moral law, re-
gardless of the result of this obedience,
takes precedence over everything else
(Bond, 2001, p 623). In his various works,
Kant spoke in detail about this duality of
moral good or virtue and human well-

being or happiness, and his solution to the
union between these two is that the "high-
est good" can be realized and achieved in
the other world. Therefore, according to
Kant, the highest good is neither pure hap-
piness nor virtue alone, but it is realized in
the ratio of happiness to virtue. Thus, the
highest good has two heterogeneous com-
ponents of happiness and virtue (Kant,
1999a, p 228 [5:110]). The problem of the
highest good was still the concern of many
thinkers after Kant, including Schleierma-
cher. Schleiermacher's opinion about mo-
rality in general and the highest good in a
specific way is presented in the context of
Kant's view of morality and the highest
good and mainly in a critical reaction to his
opinions. In addition, since Schleierma-
cher's special understanding of ethics as a
science is very different from Kant's and
today’s understanding of it, in order to un-
derstand his view on the concept and na-
ture of the highest good, it is necessary to
first point out his special view and its ac-
cessories and results, then describe his
criticisms of Kant's view, and finally exam-
ine and analyze his opinion about the high-
est good.

2. Method

The research method in this study is ana-
lytical-comparative and the primary data
was collected by the library method.

3. Findings

In this research, after a preliminary dis-
cussion about the importance of the high-
est good in the history of moral thought,
Schleiermacher's perception of the sci-
ence of ethics and its difference from the
common perception was explained. Then,
the comparison of Schleiermacher's and
Kant's views on the nature of ethics of his
critiques on Kant's view was mentioned. In
his opinion, by emphasizing the value of
acting according to general rules, Kant
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ignored the importance of differences be-
tween people and failed to consider the
value of individuality in ethics. The person
as an irreplaceable thing with the ability to
communicate is the basis of Schleierma-
cher's ethical system and one of the goals
of ethics is the development of human in-
dividuality, and thus, he passes Kant's gen-
eral reason, which is an impersonal and
non-historical thing. Schleiermacher's fi-
nal opinion, as a Christian theologian and
philosopher, about the highest good is that
Christ is the necessary condition for the
realization of the highest good, and it is
only through Christ that all wise people
can unite in perfect love and build the so-
ciety in which the individual can contrib-
ute to the realization of the highest good
in relation to it and through the influence
of his actions on its members. This belief
of Schleiermacher is not strange consider-
ing that his moral thinking ultimately re-
volves around religious experience. Since
the religious experiences of religious peo-
ple are not of the same type, according to
Schleiermacher, the highest good is not a
fixed thing that is realized once and for all,
butit is a thing that is experienced subjec-
tively and people interpret it within the
framework of their own religious experi-
ence. Therefore, cultivating a truly reli-
gious feeling or intuition can be a guide to
moral action and lead people to the reali-
zation of the highest good in this sense.

4. Result

Schleiermacher's opinion about the high-
est good was formed and elaborated on
the one hand, in a critical reaction to the
opinions of past philosophers, especially
Kant, and on the other hand, in the frame-
work of Christian theology. Unlike Kant, he
removed the concept of happiness from
the science of ethics in general and from
the highest good in particular, due to its
connection and relationship with sensory

and individual desires, and in this way, he
devoted himself to freeing the moral act
from fleeting and partial motives more
than Kant. Schleiermacher, in his earlier
opinions about the highest good, appeals
to the concept of comprehensiveness to
define the highest good, which, for him, is
free from any connection and relationship
with material and personal desires. He also
considers a will that is independent of
such desires to be a holy will that can lead
to the realization of the highest good. The
concept of comprehensiveness here indi-
cates that the highest good in Schleierma-
cher's view is much more comprehensive
than Kant's and others' view, and again,
unlike other philosophers, it is not possible
to achieve it only by one’s actions. This
leads us to the late Schleiermacher's opin-
ion about the highest good, in which, ac-
cording to the Greek and Christian point
of view, the resemblance to God plays a
fundamental role. Here, Schleiermacher
emphasizes nature's egoism, in the Greek
sense of the word, the proportionality of
the highest good, the role of the individual
in relation to the whole, and the inter-
weaving of the parts of the highest good.
Finally, Schleiermacher appears in the role
of a Christian theologian and considers
Christ as a condition for the realization of
the highest good and the unity of all wise
people in a society in which the individual
can contribute to the realization of the
highest good.
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