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Abstract

The problem of religious experience is one of the most important explorations in
religious studies. The Uppsala School of Religious Studies is indebted to Nathan
Soderblom's influential ideas in the field of phenomenology of religion. From
Soderblom’s point of view the essence of religion is religious experience, the es-
sential characteristic of which is the presence of holiness. Although Soderblom
believes that God reveals Himself to humanity through His manifestations in the
historical course of religions, and in his view, history is equal to God's general
revelation, he considers special revelation to be that of Christianity and considers
Christ to be the culmination of God's manifestation to humanity. Despite this,
Séderblom, as the archbishop of the Church of Sweden, by challenging the exclu-
sivity of the church in the subject of revelation, instead of the ahistorical and fixed
concept of revelation from the perspective of the church, emphasizes the histor-
ical and dynamic concept of revelation from a general and universal perspective.
From Soderblom's perspective, there is only one truth that appears in different
forms in the course of evolution. By analyzing Soderblom's historical and phe-
nomenological approach to religious forms, on the one hand, this research has
caused the elimination of stagnation and prejudice in the field of religious truth
exclusivity, and on the other hand, by emphasizing the single truth of existence,
it promises the possibility of the unity of religions and tolerance between man-
kind.

*Corresponding Author: Seyede Susan Anjomeruz

Address: School of Theology and Islamic Studies,

University of Tehran

Email: su.anjomerooz@ut.ac.ir
Tel: 09355013507

Seyede Susan Anjomeruz, Ghorban Elmi. The place of religious experience in Nathan Soderblom's thought

Volume 3. Issue 1. Spring and Summer 2024. Pages 221 to 243.



https://doi.org/10.22080/jre.2024.28031.1222
mailto:su.anjomerooz@ut.ac.ir
https://www.orcid.org/0009-0008-9049-947X
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0003-4422-4375

Volume 3. Issue 1. Spring and Summer 2024. Pages 221 to 243.

Journal of Explorations in Philosophy and Religion

Extended Abstract

The problem of religious experience is one
of the most important explorations in reli-
gious studies. The Uppsala School of Reli-
gious Studies is indebted to Nathan
Soderblom's influential ideas in the field of
phenomenology of religion. He as a spir-
itual and scholarly figure in the field of re-
ligious studies, focuses heavily on the con-
cept of the Holy. From Séderblom’s point
of view, the essence of religion is religious
experience, the essential characteristic of
which is the presence of holiness. Alt-
hough Soderblom believes that God re-
veals Himself to humanity through His
manifestations in the historical course of
religions, and in his view, history is equal
to God's general revelation, he considers
special revelation to be that of Christianity
and considers Christ to be the culmination
of God's manifestation to humanity. De-
spite this, S6derblom, as the archbishop of
the Church of Sweden, by challenging the
exclusivity of the church in the subject of
revelation, instead of the ahistorical and
fixed concept of revelation from the per-
spective of the church, emphasizes the
historical and dynamic concept of revela-
tion from a general and universal perspec-
tive. From Soderblom's perspective, there
is only one truth that appears in different
forms in the course of evolution. Using the
typological method, he is trying to explain
that Animism, Mana and belief in God Al-
mighty are three different but parallel
types of religious experience. By analyzing
Soderblom's historical and phenomeno-
logical approach to religious forms, on the
one hand, this research has caused the
elimination of stagnation and prejudice in
the field of religious truth exclusivity, and
on the other hand, by emphasizing the sin-
gle truth of existence, it promises the pos-
sibility of the unity of religions and toler-
ance between mankind.

In the evaluation of Soderblom's view, it
can be said that his approach in theology
consists of three aspects: comparative,
historical, and phenomenological. He con-
siders comparative study as a tool to
strengthen interreligious dialogues, but an
important criticism of Soderblom's com-
parative approach is that he ignores the
deep philosophical and theological and
even controversial differences between
religions; and this emphasis on matching
and similarity indirectly leads to religious
relativism, so that all religions are consid-
ered as equal ways to reach the truth.

Although Soderblom's historical ap-
proach provides a basis for global studies
of religion, he has sometimes judged based
on his tendencies towards Christianity in
his comparative analysis, and sometimes
he has not considered some religions in his
analysis. Instead of studying history as a
neutral fact, it uses it to strengthen and
fulfill its ecclesiastical and ideological
goals. Soderblom's emphasis on Christian-
ity as a tool to promote world peace is an-
other criticized aspect of Soderblom's his-
torical approach. He believed that the his-
tory of Christianity can serve as a guide for
establishing international peace. But
Soderblom's attempt to reconcile the his-
tory of Christianity with pacifist move-
ments sometimes leads to the distortion of
history and some historical events that
show the aggressive or militant aspects of
Christianity, such as the church's role in
the Crusades or other religious conflicts,
are completely ignored in his analysis.

Soderblom's phenomenological ap-
proach to religion emphasizes individual
religious experience as the basic principle
and that personal experience of the Holy
the basis of all religious rituals. However,
in criticizing his excessive focus on indi-
vidual experience, it can be said that reli-
gions are not formed based on individual
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experience alone; as social, cultural and
historical elements also play an important
role in the structure of religions. There-
fore, Soderblom ignores the importance of
religious institutions and social structures
by focusing on individual experience. He
sees religion as an experienced and com-
mon phenomenon among humans, while
this approach may ignore the importance
of historical developments and specific so-
cio-political conditions in the formation
and evolution of religions. In addition,
Soderblom tries to find a kind of spiritual
unity between different religions by em-
phasizing the spiritual commonalities be-
tween them, but in this regard he ignores
the important cultural and historical dif-
ferences between religions.

The essence of religion is very im-
portant in Soderblom's theology. He, who
examines the essence of religion with a
phenomenological approach, considers
the essence of religion to be a The Holy,
which is actually the manifestation of di-
vine power. The Holy is objectified in
Mana, which is the meeting point of reli-
gions. Although his view of religion, plac-
ing the Holy as the central focus, empa-
thetic and not reducing it to external phe-
nomena seems reasonable; However, his
comment in this field is valid only as a hy-
pothesis, and his perception of the Holy is
intuitive and personal and cannot be easily
defined or limited in the field of rational
thought.
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3. Mysticism of infinity
4. Prophetical revelation
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