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Frithjof Schuon, as one of most distinguished representatives of traditionalism, 
proposes a different approach in philosophies of religion and art. This approach 
includes a new insight in old religio-metaphysical concept. In this era, form and 
matter, as two of the oldest and most important religo-metaphysical concepts, 
has an important role in Schuon’s understanding of religion and art. This two 
connect religion to art and vice versa. For Schuon, the contribution of the form 
and matter are representatives of unity in diversity and diversity in unity in reli-
gions and their authenticity. This dialectical procedure first and foremost can be 
seen in the light of the form, steaming from content. However, it cannot be re-
duced to the content while emphasizing a pre-established harmony. It is so that 
in sacred art, the form is transcended with matter and content and refers the 
addressed to divinity. We try in this paper to show some aspects of the relation-
ship of religious form and matter in Schuon’s viewpoint and its implications for 
the study of sacred art. 
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Frithjof Schuon, as one of most distin-
guished representatives of traditionalism 
proposes a different approach in philoso-
phies of religion and art. This approach in-
cludes a new insight in old religio-meta-
physical concept. In this era, form and 
matter, as two of the oldest and most im-
portant religo- metaphysical concepts, 
have important role in Schuon’s under-
standing of art. This two connect religion 
to art and vice versa. Form and matter are 
representative of unity in diversity and di-
versity in unity in religions. According to 
Nasr,  

“The Islamic cosmos is based on the 
emphasis upon God as the Unique Origin 
of all beings, on the hierarchy of existence 
which relies upon the One and is ordered 
by His Command, on the levels of exist-
ence which relate matter to the subtle 
world, the subtle world to the angelic, the 
angelic to the archangelic, the archangelic 
to the Spirit or al-Ruh and the Spirit to 
God's primordial creative act. This cosmos 
is based on order and harmony which is 
more than the result of the direct manifes-
tation of the One in the many. It displays a 
peace and tranquility which dominate its 
obviously dynamic character because the 
patterns of change within nature reflect 
nevertheless the immutable archetypes 
which belong to the higher states of uni-
versal existence and are ultimately possi-
bilities in the Divine Nature. These and 
many other features of Islamic cosmology 
are reflected in Islamic architecture, espe-
cially in the sacred architecture of the 
mosque which is based on a science that 
cannot but issue from the inner dimension 
of the Islamic revelation and other forms 

of wisdom which Islamic esotericism inte-
grated into its world-view in accordance 
with its own nature and the integrating 
power of Islam” (Nasr, 1987, 41). 

 
This desk research is based on the critical 
reading of Schuon’s writings to gain an in-
sight in other thinkers of traditionalism. 

 
Art in Schuon’s insight has been seen as an 
inseparable part of a tradition which is 
shaped around a divine revelation. Since 
all things in revelation itself have not been 
announced explicitly, the art which is 
rooted in it also should be in the same way. 
Furthermore, art is a suitable tool for reli-
gion to popularize those items of Sharia 
which are not comprehensible for most of 
believers; art can say unsayable with its 
potentials and can maintain those hidden 
thinking in its symbolic dimensions. 

 
True traditions and their related arts have 
the same foundations in Schuon’s thinking. 
Hence, it can be said that the existing dif-
ferences are only caused by their way of 
presentation. Thus, if the seemingly differ-
ences be ignored, what remains is a com-
mon meaning/message/ matter. Sacred 
art has its specific forms.  
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