
147 

 

147 Reza Mohammadalizadeh. The function of inferring the best explanation of Peter Lipton in solving the conflict be-

tween science and religion 

Explorations in Philosophy and Religion 

 Volume 1. Issue 1. Spring and Summer 2022. Pages 147 to 162. 

Original Article 

 
 Reza Mohammadalizade *1  

 

1 High school teacher of Islamic philosophy and logic and Ph.DGraduated in Islamic philosophy 
                                                   

 

10.22080/jre.2024.25131.1177  

Received: 
April 20, 2021 
Accepted: 
June 22, 2021 
Available online: 
August 20, 2022 

 
One of the important issues in the philosophy of religion, which can be investi-
gated with new inferential approaches, is the opposition between science and 
religion. Inferring the best explanation as a new deductive method can help the 
philosopher of religion provide a new solution to this problem. Therefore, some 
philosophers of religion have recently investigated the relationship between sci-
ence and religion using this method. This study tried to examine all aspects of 
how this type of inference can be used in solving the conflict between science 
and religion. In doing so, in the first step, the inference of the best explanation 
was described based on Peter Lipton's model, and in the next step, different so-
lutions to the problem of conflict between science and religion were examined 
by applying the inference of the best explanation. What has been obtained in this 
study is proof of the general efficiency of this type of inference in solving the 
problem of opposition. However, according to this research, this type of infer-
ence is ineffective in providing a definitive answer to the problem of opposition; 
it can be used in the process of providing the correct answer. 
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One of the most important issues in the 
field of philosophy of religion, which can 
be investigated with new inferential ap-
proaches, is the issue of the conflict be-
tween science and religion. The conflict 
between science and religion may have 
been seriously manifested for the first 
time in the 16th century during the trial of 
Galileo. Much earlier, the trial of this op-
position had taken root among Christians. 
Of course, what was presented as the in-
compatibility of science and religion was 
actually the incompatibility of the new sci-
ence with the Aristotelian system and 
Ptolemaic astronomy, which were ac-
cepted by the church. In other words, the 
new science had clashed with another sci-
ence that was not the product of the 
church, and the church was the only de-
fender of traditional science, but this con-
frontation introduced Galileo as a symbol 
of the defense of modern science against 
religion. Galileo's work was characterized 
by a quantitative description of nature, 
which was not consistent with many non-
quantitative descriptions common in the 
church. After Galileo, the leader of science 
in the West was Newton, who, in a way, in-
fluenced Kant's philosophy with his new 
physics, which was the beginning of the 
marginalization of religion in front of sci-
ence. In the meantime, with his theory of 
evolution, Darwin tried to provide a natu-
ral description of the creation of different 
types of creatures without referring to the 

divine interpretation of creation, which, 
over time, made the conflict between sci-
ence and religion more serious.  

Of course, different views about the re-
lationship between science and religion 
emerged as a result of the development of 
modern science. Opposition is only one of 
these views. The inference of the best ex-
planation as a new deductive method that 
some philosophers of science have pre-
sented in explaining the method of re-
search and discovery can help the philos-
opher of religion in providing a new solu-
tion to this problem; therefore, some phi-
losophers of religion have investigated the 
relationship between science and religion 
using this method. The present research 
tried to examine all the ways in which this 
type of inference can be used in solving 
the conflict between science and religion. 
In doing so, in the first step, the inference 
of the best explanation was described 
based on Peter Lipton's model, and in the 
next step, different solutions to the con-
flict between science and religion were 
examined by applying the inference of the 
best explanation. What has been obtained 
in this study is proof of the general effi-
ciency of this type of inference in solving 
the problem of opposition. However, ac-
cording to this research, this type of infer-
ence is ineffective in providing a definitive 
answer to the problem of opposition; it can 
be used in the process of providing the 
correct answer.

 


