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In the first period of his intellectual development and by proposing the picture 
theory of meaning in which he agree Bertrand Russell, Wittgenstein tried to de-
fine boundaries of meaningfull propositions and the boundary between what is 
sayable and what is not. By proposing this theory, he says that the propositions 
which include categories like the transcendent fact/God, religion and of course 
the other normative things, though the logical form can be regarded in them, but 
they do not have cognitive function. By passing through the boundaries of lan-
guage, these propositions do not include any meaning and they are regarded as 
nonsensical and deformed propositions. But this was not the end of his way. After 
that he took step from the realm of silence toward the realm of mystic and called 
the transcendent fact/God and religion mystical facts. relying on Wittgenstein’s 
early works and the works of the period of transition this article will assesse and 
analize his view on the transcendent fact/God and religion and the ideas of his 
commentatots on this regard. 
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The center of gravity of Wittgenstein's 
philosophical system can be viewed as his 
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analysis of language in both the first and 
second periods of his intellectual transfor-
mation, which led to two different philo-
sophical systems, and this can be seen 
mainly in the Tractatus Logico-Philosophi-
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cus known as Tractatus, which was the re-
sult of his thoughts in the first period of his 
philosophical life. Wittgenstein's ideas 
have played a significant role in general in 
the path of analytical philosophy and spe-
cifically in the refinement of propositions 
in philosophy; because by determining the 
limits and gaps of the borders that can be 
expressed in the form of meaningful state-
ments, he opened a window to show 
things beyond experience and transcend-
ence in the form of things to show, which 
as a result led him to the mystical area of 
these things and invitation to silence 
about it. The place of the transcendent 
matter/God and religion in the field of the 
mysterious fact realm in Wittgenstein's 
thought was in the aura of ambiguity and 
it is a subject that has not been dealt with 
as it should and perhaps has not been dealt 
with from innovative perspectives; there-
fore, by analyzing and examining the 
works of Wittgenstein's early period and 
transitional period, as well as examining 
the opinions of some commentators of his 
works, this study will reveal how the anal-
ysis of language in early Wittgenstein's 
thought leads us to the realm of mystery, 
which is the home of the transcendent 
matter/God, religion and other matters of 
value and basically why the mysterious 
area is based on the analysis of language. 
In addition, an effort is made to reveal the 
necessity of the mystical realm within the 
analysis of language to examine the call for 
silence regarding the above process and 
show that the call for silence in this regard 
is not only the end of Wittgenstein's early 
thoughts but also the beginning of a new 
path in the early period of his intellectual 
life. 

  

The method of this research, like most 
philosophical studies, is analytical, and the 
attempt is to achieve the desired result by 
analyzing the works of Wittgenstein's 
early period and transitional period, as 

well as examining the works of his com-
mentators. 

  

In this research, it was found out that 
Wittgenstein made a distinction between 
things that can be said and things that can 
be shown, based on which metaphysical 
propositions are classified as unsayable 
things due to the lack of reference to the 
image in the world, and it can only be 
shown that no signification can be found 
in them. As a result, it is placed in the realm 
of mystery, and silence is his only sugges-
tion to cross the boundaries of language. 

  

Since, according to Wittgenstein, empiri-
cal sciences leave the basic problems of 
human life completely untouched, it may 
be understood that the mysterious realm 
is an eternal facet of this world. This 
means that the transcendent matter/God 
and religion can be understood in the 
sphere of emotions and feelings, and be-
cause of their asymmetry with any real 
thing, any knowledge acquisition about 
them is ruled out. In another way, it 
doesn't seem that the non-revealing of the 
transcendent fact/God in the world is due 
to his indifference to the world or reasons 
of this kind; because basically, making a 
being, who is determined in the realm of 
transcendence and a kind of paralinguis-
tic, evident in the world of facts is com-
pletely pointless. And since, in Wittgen-
stein's opinion, silence is considered the 
linguistic limit of logic, it can be seen that 
metaphysical propositions refer to a real-
ity that cannot be contained in words. 

There is no funding support. 

Payam Jahandar Lashaki, the correspond-
ing author, and Dr. Abdul Razzaq Hosami 



9 

 

 Payam Jahandar Lashaki, Abdurrazzaq Hesamifar. Early Wittgenstein and Placing God and Religion in the Mystical 

Realm 

Explorations in Philosophy and Religion  

Volume 1. Issue 2. Autumn and Winter 2022. Pages 7 to 24. 

Far have collaborated in writing this arti-
cle. The corresponding author takes re-
sponsibility for this article.  

 
The authors declared no conflict of inter-
est. 

 
The authors appreciate all the scientific 
consultants in this article.



10 

 

 

Volume 1. Issue 2. Autumn and Winter 2022. Pages 7 to 24. 

 

Payam Jahandar Lashaki, Abdurrazzaq Hesamifar. Early Wittgenstein and Placing God and Religion in the Mystical 

Realm 

Explorations in Philosophy and Religion 

Witginishāyn, L. (2018). Risālih-i Mantiqi 
Falsafi. (Tractatus Logico-Philo-
sophicus). translated by Sūrūsh 
Dabbāgh (3rd ed.). Tehran. Hirmis. 
]In Persian[. 

Witginishāyn, L. (2005). Bargih-hā. (Zet-
tell). Translated by Hosseini, M. 
Tehran: Hirmis. ]In Persian[. 

Wittgenstein, L. (1961). Notebooks (pp.1914-
1916). Translated by Anscombe, G. 
E. M. New York and Evanston: Har-
per & Row, Publishers. 

 


