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In Shi’a jurisprudence, conditions have been expressed for a jurisprudent, as a 
reference of the public, which are not limited to scientific and epistemological 
properties, i.e., some non-epistemological properties are also mentioned for au-
thorities. Are these conditions embedded or based on the epistemic results that 
they have? If the epistemic influence of these factors is proven, considering the 
above criteria, is it possible to revise the conditions of authority? It seems that 
considering the effect of these conditions in beliefs, this can be said such factors 
prevent referrals to those who purposely create distortions in jurisprudence, and 
also prevent the jurisprudent from being influenced by these factors, getting 
away from the truth and going towards false beliefs. Investigating the role of var-
ious factors on the knowledge of the jurisprudents introduces a new insight into 
the determination and enrichment of the conditions of authorities and authenti-
cation. 

Keywords: 
Authority, imitation, Ijti-
had, knowledge, non-
epistemological factors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   
*Corresponding Author: Mohammad Sadeq Badakhsh   

Address:  Ph.D. of Philosophy of Religion, Farabi 
Campus, University of Tehran, Qom, Iran 

Email: sadeghbad61@yahoo.com 

Tel: 03536215272 

 

mailto:sadeghbad61@yahoo.com
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0001-9274-0783


92 

 

92 

Volume 1. Issue 2. Autumn and Winter 2023. Pages 91 to 107. 

 

Mohammad Sadeq Badakhsh. Epistemological Examination of the Conditions of Jurisprudence Authorities with An 

Emphasis on the Role of Effective Factors on their Beliefs 

Explorations in Philosophy and Religion 

 
Referral to a specialist in Shiite jurispru-
dence has been in the form of Itihad and 
imitation. However, the issue of imitation 
sometimes leads to deviation from the re-
ligion of the people, as the Holy Qur'an 
says about some of the former religions of 
Islam, their scholars distorted the religion 
and misled people In Shiite jurisprudence, 
to protect the society from these plagues, 
conditions have been set for the authority 
of imitation (Marja). Well-known jurists 
have mentioned these conditions for the 
authority of imitation: 1- To be a man 2- To 
be an adult 3- To be wise 4- To believe in 
Shiite (twelve Imams) 5- To be lawful 6- To 
be just and righteous 7- To be indifferent 
to the material world 8- To be a Mujtahid. 

Except for the last two conditions, 
which are considered as epistemological 
matters, the other conditions are not epis-
temological in themselves, but the ques-
tion is whether these matters have any 
epistemological effect and do they prevent 
deliberate deviation, or do they cause 
changes in the jurist's belief in the process 
of inference? Religious texts of different 
religions emphasize the role of non-epis-
temic matters in understanding human 
beings headed by sin. Some Western and 
Eastern thinkers have accepted the impact 
of these matters on beliefs, explained the 
process of such beliefs and their impact on 
what is outside the realm of knowledge. 

Investigating the above issues can have 
a great impact on determining the criteria 
for referring to a specialist and also pre-
venting epistemological errors. 

 
This research has used the library method 
and first, by referring to different thinkers 
with approaches, has shown that various 
epistemological schools accept the impact 
of beliefs from non-epistemic factors. 

Then, the most important non-cognitive 
factors alleged to influence the beliefs 
have been stated and the available evi-
dence for these claims has been examined. 

 
Although it is generally believed that be-
liefs are influenced only by epistemic fac-
tors, and change in beliefs depends only on 
the information and data available to indi-
viduals, several non-epistemic factors in-
fluence the formation of human thoughts. 
The factors discussed in this research are 
as follows: will, guilt, concerns and desires, 
goals, social space 

 
A number of arguments cited by the great 
Shiite jurists to determine the conditions 
of jurisprudential authority are as follows: 
According to the person who has a defect, 
being close to the truth is the first princi-
ple of any condition since the words of an 
unconditional Mujtahid are not confident. 

The present article, without judging 
these arguments, identifies and demon-
strates the influential non-epistemic fac-
tors influencing the beliefs that cause 
proximity to or distance from reality, or 
change the degree of confidence of the ex-
pert;. This article also provides an episte-
mological explanation for the conditions 
mentioned in religious texts for the refer-
ence of imitation. 

There is no funding support 

"Mohammad Sadeq Badakhsh" is the au-
thor of this article and this research has 
been carried out under the guidance and 
supervision of Professor Mohammad Mo-
hammad Rezaei 

س
Authors declared no conflict of interest 



93 

 

93 Mohammad Sadeq Badakhsh. Epistemological Examination of the Conditions of Jurisprudence Authorities with An 

Emphasis on the Role of Effective Factors on their Beliefs 

Explorations in Philosophy and Religion 

Volume 1. Issue 2. Autumn and Winter 2023. Pages 91 to 107. 

 

Thanks to the guidance of Professor Mo-
hammad Rezaei in compiling this article. 



94 

 

94 

Volume 1. Issue 2. Autumn and Winter 2023. Pages 91 to 107. 

 

Mohammad Sadeq Badakhsh. Epistemological Examination of the Conditions of Jurisprudence Authorities with An 

Emphasis on the Role of Effective Factors on their Beliefs 

Explorations in Philosophy and Religion 

 

Adler, J. (2002). Belief's Own Ethics. The 
MIT Press.  

Berenjkar, R & Jamali. M (2016). "Naqshe 
eradeh dar shekl girie marefat az 
manzare sadraye shirazi" (The role 
of will in the formation of 
knowledge from the perspective of 
Sadra Shirazi). Bi-Quarterly Journal 
of Religious Anthropology. 13(35). pp. 
21-26 [in Persian] 

Clifford, W. K. (1879). The Ethics of Belief in 
Lectures and Essays. London: Mac-
millan reprinted in Louis. 

Descartes, R (1990). Taamolat Dar Falsafe 
Ula (Reflections on the First Philos-
ophy). Translated by Ahmad Ah-
madi. Academic Publications [in 
Persian] 

Feldman, R. (2000). The ethics of belief. 
Philosophy and Phenomenological 
Research. 60(3). 667-695. 

James, W (1964). Din Va Ravan (Religion 
and Psychology). translated by Me-
hdi Ghaeni. Tehran. translated and 
published in a book [in Persian]  

Poursina, Z (2006). Tasire Gonah bar Mare-
fat (The Impact of Sin on 

Knowledge). Institute of Islamic 
Sciences and Culture. First Edition 
[in Persian] 

Sadr al-Muta'allehin (1981). Al-Hekmat Al-
Motaalieh Fi Al-Asfar Al-Arbaat Al-
Elahieh (The Transcendent Wisdom 
in Four Rational Travels). Dar Al-
Ahya Al-Tarath. Beirut. Third Edi-
tion [in Arabic] 

Sadr, M (unpublished). Hamrah Ba Ta-
havvole Ijtehad (The Evolution of 
Ijtihad). translated by Akbar 
Thabut. Jamal Mousavi. Jafar Hojjat. 
Ahl al-Bayt Institute for Research 
and Publications (AS) [in Persian] 

Sadr, M (1958). Jahat Girihaye Ayandeye 
Harkate Ijtihad (Future Orienta-
tions of "Ijtihad" Movement). Al-
Iman. Second Year. No. 7-10 [in 
Persian] 

Tabatabai, M (2011). Osule Falsafeh Va 
Raveshe Realism (Principles of Phi-
losophy and Method of Realism). 
Description of Martyr Morteza 
Motahari. Sadra Publishing [in Per-
sian] 

 

 


