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Abstract

According to Mulla Sadra's philosophical principles, the individual and distinct existence in a
single person is essentially a necessary existence. Therefore, in the process of human cognition,
as the manifestation of the singular existence, the first epistemic proposition is "God exists,"
which serves as the foundational proposition of knowledge. This proposition is such that all
other self-evident truths and essential propositions depend on its acceptance. The essence of the
matter lies in the existential poverty and the intrinsic connection of humanity to the Source of
all existence, which pervades all aspects of human life, including the epistemic dimension. This
perspective is the result of an epistemological analysis of accepting the relational identity of the
human being to the Divine in Transcendent Theosophy, which is demonstrated by transitioning
from the hierarchical unity of existence to the personal unity, and its consequence is the proof
that the knowledge of a contingent being, as an aspect of relation, is absolutely dependent on
the knowledge of its related source. This qualitative research utilizes the method of content
analysis through library resources, presenting five arguments inferred from the examination
and analysis of Mulla Sadra's views, along with supporting evidence from his statements. Ad-
ditionally, textual proofs are provided to demonstrate the necessity and priority of knowledge
of God's existence, along with its implications, including the dependence of the cognition of
anything on the cognition of the Divine.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This qualitative study, using a descriptive-
analytical method, examines the self-evidence of
God’s existence as an epistemic foundation in
Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy. Empha-
sizing "the unity of existence", it argues that
knowledge of God precedes all other knowledge
(even the principle of causality), since He is the
only true existence. However, if this knowledge
is self-evident, why is it disputed? By analyzing
Sadra’s principles and Quranic-hadith evidence,
the research aims to demonstrate the axiomatic
nature of God’s existence.

2. Method

This qualitative research has been conducted
using a descriptive-analytical method, and its
data have been collected through library sources.

3. Results

In Islamic philosophy, the Necessary Being (al-
Wajib al-wujad) is the only authentic and true
existence, whose being is inherently necessary
and eternally established. This existence requires
no proof, as the Necessary Being is boundless
and fundamentally beyond demonstration. Mulla
Sadra, as the first philosopher who systematical-
ly proved the self-evidence of perceiving the
Necessary Being, presented seven fundamental
arguments all rooted in the theory of "the unity
of existence" (wahdat al-wujid):

1. Argument based on the relational ontol-
ogy of beings to the Divine Essence

2. Demonstration through simple
knowledge of God's existence

3. Argument  based on
knowledge of the Divine

composite

4. Proof from the existential intensity and
perfection of the Necessary Being

5. Demonstration of the eternal necessity
of Divine existence

6. Argument of abstracting existence from
the Divine Essence

7. Proof of the correlation between creative
and cognitive identity

This study, drawing upon Sadrian works and
supported by Quranic and traditional evidence,
demonstrates that "God exists" is not merely a
self-evident proposition but the most fundamen-
tal epistemic axiom upon which all other
knowledge rests. In Sadrian philosophy, even the
principle of causality - itself a meta-
epistemological principle - depends on prior
knowledge of God.

The crucial point is that this knowledge oper-
ates both in the realm of presentational
knowledge (immediate cognition) and acquired
knowledge (mediated cognition). According to
Transcendent Theosophy, knowledge of any-
thing is contingent upon the cognition of the
Necessary Being, since all other beings are man-
ifestations of that single existence.

4. Conclusion

The theory presented in this research, while con-
firming the innate nature of God-consciousness,
proposes as a philosophical principle in Trans-
cendent Theosophy that: 'The knowledge of be-
ings whose essence is intrinsically connected to
the Necessary Being can only be achieved
through knowledge of God the Exalted.' Conse-
guently, human knowledge of God's existence is
self-evident, and the proposition 'God exists'
serves as the foundational epistemic statement, a
meta-epistemological proposition, and indeed
the primary cognitive proposition for humans
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